
AN INVITATION TO BE PART OF JEFFERSON COUNTY HISTORY!

JEFFERSON COUNTY, MISSOURI 
HISTORY & FAMIlIES

Sponsored by the Jefferson County Genealogical Society

What is happening?
A project is underway to compile a beautiful 
book recording the history of Jefferson County, 
including family histories, communities, 
churches, schools, businesses, farms, memorials, 
tributes, clubs, organizations, and much more! 
We would like to include YOUR family’s rich 
history in our new book!

Who is sponsoring it?
This project is being sponsored by the Jefferson 
County Genealogical Society.

When is it happening?
Work is already underway. You have until 
July 30, 2014 to take action and make sure that 
your family doesn’t get left out of this exciting 
project.

How can my family be 
part of the project?

Contribute a brief history of your 
family, especially as it relates to 
Jefferson County, along with a 
photograph. Remember –– EVERY 
family has a story to tell.  You don’t 
have to order the book to contribute 
your family’s history and photo.  
The more families that submit 
their stories, the better the book 
will be!

Where do I send my 
family’s information?

Mail your submission to the Jefferson County 
Genealogical Society. You may also drop your 
submission off at the Genealogy Department at 
the Northwest branch of the Jefferson County 
Library, 5680 State Road PP, High Ridge from 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday or Friday.

Why should my 
family participate?

This project provides a rare opportunity for you 
to record and preserve your family’s rich history 
and heritage for generations to come. This book 
will be in libraries and offices throughout the 
county, the state and the USA! It will truly be a  
family heirloom that can be handed down from 
generation to generation. 

Don’t be left out! Submit your family’s story today!

Right: High Ridge Brass Band in front of 
St. Martin Church



SAMPlE FAMIlY HISTORIES – JEFFERSON COUNTY, MO HISTORY & FAMIlIES 
Use these examples as a guide in writing your 500 word history. Remember: It’s FREE to be included!

When writing your family history, please:

Write in third-person style (he, she, they).• 
Use month day, year style for dates (Dec. 7, • 
1941, not 7 Dec 1941 or 12-7-1941).
Don’t use genealogical abbreviations such as • 
b. for born, d. for died, m. for married, etc.
Avoid sentence fragments. Each sentence • 
should have a subject and a verb.
Up to 500 words are free; over 500 may be • 
purchased at 15¢ each.

REMEMBER:
Please send one biography per household and one 
photograph per family biography. An additional 
family photo may be included for only $15.00. You 
do not have to purchase a book to be included!

All materials will be returned when the 
book is completed!

SAMPLES

KOTALIK – Frank Joseph Kotalik Sr. was born in Sepekov, Bohemia, Austria, January 
15, 1886, and was the son of Frank Kotalik and Mary Macha natives of Bohemia. 
Frank emigrated to the United States of America from Bremen, Germany on the 
vessel “Brandenburg”, arriving at the port of Baltimore, MD on the July 21, 1907.

Application was made for the Declaration of Intention to become a naturalized 
citizen of the United States. On the June 26, 1911 he appeared before the Eastern 
Judicial District Court of the State of Missouri, renouncing forever all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, and particularly 
to Francis Joseph Emperor of Austria and Apostolic King of Hungary. Frank became 
a naturalized citizen of the United 
States.

Frank Sebek and his wife Barbara 
(Macha) Sebek were already living in 
St. Louis and was a cousin to Frank, so 
they shared living quarters in South 
St. Louis.  It was not uncommon back 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s for 
families to live together.

While Frank got a job working as a 
cabinetmaker, a young woman named 
Mary Barbara Missbauer happened to 
meet Frank Kotalik and they soon were 
married at St. Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church on May 2, 1910. After their 
marriage they moved to Jefferson 
County, where Frank took up farming 
and Mary soon started raising children 
in the High Ridge community. God 
blessed them with four children:  
Marie, Frank, Kate and Lil. Marie 
married Gus Matejka and lived in St. 
Louis with their two children. Michael 
died young and daughter Kathyrn is 
married with two daughters and soon will be a grandmother for the first time. 
Frank married Jennie Sites and never had children, but lived in High Ridge on the 
home place.  Kate married Roy Luithle and had one son, Kenneth who married J. 
Sue Hinkle. They had two children, Jill and Brian, and five grandchildren. Lil never 
married. Ken and Sue live on the land that Frank bought when he retired in 1937 
in High Ridge.  Frank and Mary are buried at St. John’s cemetery at Rock Creek, MO 
along with some of their children. 

FRIEDMAN – Louise Friedman was the third child of Bernhard and Roselia (Hotz) 
Friedman. She was born on September 17, 1895 in Antonia, Jefferson County, 
Missouri.  She was baptized on October 6 at St. Luke’s Church. 

Her father was a farmer and owned property in Antonia, Jefferson County, 
Missouri; as his father 
before him.

When Louise and her 
older sister Rose were 
a d u l t s ,  t h e y  m o v e d 
to St. Louis to obtain 
employment. Over the 
ye a rs ,  L o u i s e  fo u n d 
employment as a domestic 
at several wealthy St. Louis 
families. 

She married a St. Louis 
native, Hugo Siebert, on 
September 9, 1922. The 
couple resided with his 
parents, George and Eliza 
Siebert,  in Richmond 
Heights for numerous 
years. Eventually Hugo 
and Louise and their 
growing family moved to 
Maplewood. The couple 
had eight children together. 
During the depression, 
Hugo found employment 
in a federal work project, 
the W.P.A. The ten family members lived in a small two-bedroom apartment, along 
with Hugo’s sister, Mary, and her husband, Felix. 

Hugo met with an untimely death in 1939, and left Louise a widow with eight 
small children to raise. 

To support her family, Louise returned to the work force once again. She 
remained a resident of Maplewood, St. Louis County, Missouri until her death on 
October 9, 1971. 

Louise (Friedman) Siebert was a loving mother and grandmother. 

Frank, Sr.  and Mary Kotalic wedding 
photo, 1910

Louise Friedman

Vornberg Home on Antire Road



Send all material, check or money order, and orders to:

JEFFERSON CO., MO HISTORY & FAMIlIES 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society

P.O. Box 1342
High Ridge, MO  63049

(A fee of $25.00 will be assessed for each returned check. If your 
check is returned, your book order will not be processed until full 
payment has been made by money order or cashier’s check.)

Name

Address

City    State  Zip

Phone Email (optional)

*Name to be embossed on cover (up to 24 spaces)

Order Form
Please check the appropriate boxes below:

❏ Please enter my order for  _____ copies of the Limited 
Edition Book, Jefferson County, MO History & Fami-
lies. Only $54.95 each.

❏ Please send me  ______________ copies of the Deluxe 
Real Bonded-leather Edition for $89.95 each.

❏ Include 15¢ per word over 500 word limit.
❏ Include $15 for each extra photo (the first is free)
❏ Add $6.50 per book for postage if mailed.
❏ Add $6.00 to emboss family name on the cover.*
 TOTAL $______________

❏ I am interested in knowing more about the printed 
BUSINESS, FARMS, MEMORIALS/TRIBUTES and 

 ORGANIZATION/CLUB pages. 
 The costs of these special pages are:
 1/2 pg.–$175.00 full pg.–$250.00

 SCHOOL & CHURCH PAGES:
 1/2 pg.–$85.00   full pg.–$125.00

Check one of the below:
❏ Please mail my order to me.  ❏ I will pick up my order.

JEFFERSON COUNTY, MISSOURI HISTORY & FAMIlIES

A QUAlITY BOOk
Featuring the following 
Towns & Communities:

Arnold • Byrnes Mill
Crystal City • De Soto • Festus

Herculaneum • Hillsboro
House Springs • Imperial

Kimmswick • Olympian Village
Parkdale • Pevely • Scottsdale

Plus others

Have questions? Contact one 
of the following book 

committee representatives at 
(636) 212-5667:

Rhea Arculeer, Chair
Sue Luithie, Co-Chair

Mary Blue
Ken Bunselmeyer

Marvin Hook
Betty Manson
Dan Manson
Diane Martin

Christine Merseal
Charlie Nahlik
Marjorie Smith
Barb Simpson

Or e-mail us at 
familystories@jcgsmo.org

This historic book is AVAILABLE ON A PRESALE BASIS ONLY. It will be 
necessary to collect orders in advance of publication, since we are going to print 
only a limited number of books. All money will be held in escrow at a local bank 
for payment to the publishing company later. You do not have to order a book to 
submit your family’s story and photo.  

Our book will be 200-300 pages, depending on the number of contributions 
from families like you. It will be a “coffee table” style book, with a beautiful hard-
back binding. The printing will be on luxurious archive-quality paper. This is a 
book that you’ll be proud to pass on to future generations of your family as an 
heirloom. You can examine an example of the book’s quality at the Northwest 
branch of the Jefferson County Library in High Ridge. A portion of the book will 
feature the history of Jefferson County, and we will welcome any old photos you 
may have. There is no charge for submitting these old historic pictures.  

HAVE ANY 
HISTORIC PHOTOS? 

SEND THEM IN! 
All MATERIAlS 

WIll BE RETURNED

Cedar School class 
photo, 1905
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Leicht Store in Rock Creek, 1922




